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Vinyl siding: A truly sustainable choice
As extreme weather events increase, today’s homeowners want to know their homes’ exteriors offer the best protection for their homes with the least impact on the environment. Vinyl 
siding is hands down one of the most sustainable choices, dramatically outperforming other exterior cladding materials with less waste and less impact on climate change.

Vinyl siding manufacturers pioneered the product in the late 1950s and 1960s in the Midwest and then innovated the category through the use of a co-extrusion process in the late 
1970s/early 1980s. Over the years, continuous improvements to the finished products have made vinyl siding one of the most sustainable claddings on the market with regard to dura-
bility and limited impact on global warming. However, the industry is still working to dispel the myth that vinyl siding is a throw-away plastic. Using facts and science, the Vinyl Sid-
ing Institute’s (VSI) Sustainability Committee is striving to spread the word about vinyl siding in 2022 – that it’s a durable thermoplastic that has strong characteristics for recyclability.

Staying ‘Ahead of the Curve’

Many of VSI’s manufacturing member companies are focusing their efforts on innovative recycling programs. Further, they are always looking at the next product through the lens of 
durability, sustainability, and reduced waste both in manufacturing and at the end of the product life cycle with the consumer. Most people outside of the industry don’t know that poly-
meric siding and related products can be recycled and re-used in manufacturing environments. 

“Most consumers look at vinyl as equivalent to a plastic straw – which it is definitely not,” said Eric Cotterman, Product/Installation Trainer for Cornerstone Brands, and Chair of 
VSI’s Sustainability Committee. “If we could get consumers to understand how much this industry does to ensure sustainability objectives are achieved, I think that the perception can 
change, especially if people learn that the product can also be recycled during distribution and at end-of-life consumer use.”

New On-the-Ground Pilot Recycling Program Makes an Immediate Impact

To increase awareness, VSI believes that education and repetition is the key to long-lasting success. One tactic already in place – VSI’s Sustainability Committee, along with many 
prominent industry leaders, came together in September in the geographic heart of the industry to launch a meaningful alliance that will make a strong impact on vinyl siding’s re-
cycling program development. The Northeast Ohio Vinyl Siding Recycling Coalition is a proactive industry-wide initiative serving Ohio’s Cuyahoga County (metro Cleveland) and 
surrounding areas. The Coalition’s objective is to set recycling standards and coordinate consumers, contractors, distributors, waste collectors, transportation groups, cleaners/recyclers, 
manufacturers and other relevant stakeholders to increase the amount of post-consumer recycling in the area. The current membership consists of VSI member manufacturers, distribu-
tors, local government, and leading recyclers, among other groups. 

Together with VSI staff, the Coalition is working to:	
• Create an on-the-ground solution that works directly with distributors, contractors and recyclers to collect, return and recycle scrap PVC from new construction sites and remodeling 
projects
• Develop an integrated communications and marketing program that drives industry-wide interest and recycling, including the development of collateral materials for Coalition mem-
bers to use in their outreach efforts

The Coalition has recycled over 40,000 pounds of vinyl siding since they started organizing in September.  

The Bottom Line

With many leading manufacturers forging new ground in their recycling best practices, VSI sees a bright future in which the industry can make an even greater impact on sustainabil-
ity while educating more people on vinyl siding’s “recycling truth.” Vinyl siding is designed for recyclability, and everyone can help fulfill its lifecycle. After all, when you recycle 
vinyl siding, it goes back into the manufacturing process, where it’s ground up and reused to create new products—including piping, decking, flooring and even more vinyl siding.  By 
making it easy to recycle vinyl siding, anyone can participate in the sustainable lifecycle. If you’re looking to recycle vinyl siding near you, call your local waste municipality recycling 
center or building products distributor and ask if they accept used vinyl siding for recycling. And be sure to keep checking VSI’s website as more locations are added around the coun-
try that are helping to recycle scrap vinyl siding back into the manufacturing process.
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HOW TO 
RECYCLE 
VINYL 
SIDING 
New construction
Remodel
Repair

Used, new and unused vinyl and 
other polymeric products are designed 
for recyclability. The recycled products 
can go right back into the manufacturing 
process to be ground down and reused 
to create new building materials.

Contact your local recycling 
centers or bring vinyl siding 
to participating distributors 
to complete the lifecycle. 

GATHER YOUR VINYL SIDING SCRAP
Minimize jobsite waste. Load new and used vinyl siding 
scraps free of dirt, fasteners and other contaminants 
into your truck instead of throwing it in the dump.

4
PROCESSED VINYL 
CREATES NEW PRODUCTS
Manufacturers and brokers purchase the plastic to make 
new products including cladding, decking and flooring.

2
DELIVER SCRAP TO A RECYCLING CENTER  

Local 
Recycling 
Centers
Check with the center 
for requirements on 
vinyl siding recycling. 
Services vary based 
on location.

Distribution 
Centers
Many distributors 
accept or buy back 
vinyl siding scrap. 
Check with your 
local representative 
for more details. 

Construction & 
Demolition 
Waste Drop O�
Schedule a bulk 
pickup with your 
local C&D waste 
management center. 
Services vary 
by location. 

RECYCLED VINYL SIDING IS PROCESSED
The scrap is cleaned and ground down into fine granules, 
which can be melted down to create new products.

Recycling centers send 
scrap to get processed 
into reusable material. 
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Julia Moore
Mortgage Loan Originator

NMLS# 399947
Cell: (574) 453-1096

Office: (574) 268-1089
juliam@firstfederalbanking.com

www.julialmoore.com
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INDIANA BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
BUSINESS INSURANCE PLAN

Exclusive Member
Benefit

Building Industry
Specific

Unlimited Business
Consulting Service

Contact Us to Learn More
812.949.7444 | shepherdins.com

IBA HEALTH INSURANCE 
ENABLES YOUR BUSINESS
TO SAVE MONEY.

shepherdins.com

As an IBA member, you have the exclusive 
opportunity to access affordable health 
insurance for your company. Compare your 
current benefit package with the IBA Health 
Plan and you’ll see why now is the time to 
take advantage of what we have to offer.

Contact Jacob Julius at 812.949.7444
or jjulius@shepherdins.com to get 
the process started.


