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Did you know?

M

(Current or past issues are always available on
IBA’s Web site at www.BuildIndiana.org)

I want to receive the Indiana Builder
News newspaper publication through:

Mail           E-mail

I want to receive Board &
Committee notices through:

         Mail             E-mail                Fax

I want to receive the following
information:
IBA General Information; Education;
Designations; Golf Outing
Convention; Membership Benefits; Legislative

Updates; voterVoice

          Mail E-mail            Fax

If you marked a “Fax” or
“E-mail” box, we want your most

updated information.

Name__________________________
Company___________________
Fax______________________________
E-mail______________________

Return completed form to:
IBA, 101 W. Ohio St., Ste. 1111

Indianapolis, IN 46204

How can IBAHow can IBAHow can IBAHow can IBAHow can IBA
communicatecommunicatecommunicatecommunicatecommunicate
effectively with you?effectively with you?effectively with you?effectively with you?effectively with you?

embers can now sign up to re-
ceive the Indiana Builder News
online rather than through the

mail.  The production costs of this publica-
tion extend far beyond postage.  You will
be able to read it anytime and anywhere
and save your associa-
tion money. If you
would like to subscribe
to the newspaper online,
visit IBA’s Web site or e-
mail Cindy Bussell at
cindy@buildindiana.org.

n 2009, IBA will be working with the
Indiana Association of Building Of-
ficials (IABO) and other interested
parties on the development of a new

residential code.  It remains to be seen what
model code will be chosen as the model
code for Indiana, whether it will be the 2006
International Model Residential Code, or
the 2009 (newly completed) International
Model Residential Code, or something else!
     Either way, the choice of an updated
model code for Indiana will entail much
discussion, collaboration, negotiation and
consensus-building among the code user
groups, with many points of disagreement
and opposition to be resolved.  (To say noth-
ing of amendments to it.)
      As stated by Mike Christoffersen, a long-
time IBA member and an ICC code devel-
opment committee member, there were over
2,400 proposed code changes recently re-
viewed and voted on - just between the 2006
and the 2009 models.  Many of these
changes will be addressed in Indiana.  The
notable items include: fire sprinklers in one
and two family dwellings and townhomes,
new wall bracing requirements, window sill
height requirements and new energy re-
quirements.
     How will the discussions go?  How will
the collaboration fare?
     Let’s look for a moment at how some non-
IBA code users look at the code, because
this is the mentality that IBA will be deal-
ing with in the code development process.
     One recent interpretation of IRC Sec.
N1102.1.7 was to require that vented
crawlspaces must have floor insulation.
     N1102.1.7 says, “Where the floor above
the crawlspace is uninsulated, and the
crawlspace is not vented to outside air, in-
sulation shall be installed on crawlspace
walls as required by Table 11-5.”  (The table
tells you how much insulation, i.e., the R
value - and where to place it on the wall,
i.e., how far down the wall.)
     Do you see the thought process here?  It
seems the following logic was performed
on the sentence (in short form):  Where
uninsulated floors and not vented, there-

fore insulation on walls  =  Where not
uninsulated floors and not not vented,
therefore insulation not on walls.
     This is not IBA’s interpretation of
N1102.1.7.  In our view, logically speak-
ing, “where A and B, therefore C” does NOT
equal “where not A and not B, therefore
not C”.  In fact, “where A and B” says noth-
ing at all about, “where not A and not B.”
IBA believes that N1102.1.7 is providing
an insulation requirement for only those
unvented crawlspaces that have floors that
are uninsulated.  Period.  If the code wants
to provide a second requirement for a dif-
ferent situation, it can, but it is not appro-
priate to attempt to infer a code require-
ment from another code requirement.
     It may take some time to discuss this spe-
cific code issue with everyone involved.  It
may take a long time to fully understand
each others’ points of view and come to
consensus on what the clear and correct code
language should be for this provision.  But
that’s not our point.
      The point is: how do we come to the
table in 2009 in such a way as to ensure the
greatest possible collaboration for all of
IBA’s interests in the code?  How do we
enhance the code process for everyone
through our own ability to communicate
and collaborate?  And where do we draw
our line for housing affordability?  It will
not be an easy task, but we know our mem-
bers and the IBA are up for the job.

Code creation and interpretation


